The potential for adverse drug reactions in elderly patients.
This study examined inappropriately prescribed drugs, inappropriate dosages of drugs, inappropriate combinations of drugs, and numbers of drugs and their potential for causing adverse drug reactions (ADRs) in the elderly. The study also looked at whether the number of diagnoses made a difference in the drugs' potential to cause ADRs. A retrospective audit was made of 146 patients diagnosed with congestive heart failure (CHF) who were admitted to a suburban community agency. Significant correlations were found between the number of medications prescribed and the number of inappropriate medications, the number of medications prescribed and the number of inappropriate dosages of medications, and the number of medications prescribed and the number of potential drug interactions. Multiple diagnoses did not make a difference.